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LOTV Worship with Holy Communion 
Sunday, April 13th, 2025 Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
GATHERING 
 
Opening Litany 
 
P: Where is he going? 

C: Isn’t he from Nazareth? 
P: Can anything good come from Nazareth? 

C: Is he headed to Jerusalem? 
P: Do you think Jerusalem is safe? 

C: Does he know that Pilate is here? 
P: Where is he going? 

C: Does he know the city is dangerous? 
P: Does he see the Pharisees watching? 

C: Is this the one we’ve been waiting for? 
P: Could this be the Messiah? 

C: Where is he going? 
P: The crowds are singing, “Hosanna!” 

C: Should I lay down my cloak? 
P: Is this the beginning of the end? 

C: Should we follow? 
P: Should we watch? 

C: Should we sing, “Hosanna"”? 
P: Stay awake! 

C: He’s on the move. 
P: Where is he going? 

C: Listen. 
P: Where is he going? 

C: Watch. 
P: Where is he going? 

C: Stay close. 
P: Where is he going? 

C: Hosanna! Amen. 
 

 

 
Call To Confession 
 
P:  Today’s prayer of confession is our Palm Sunday reading from the gospel of Luke. As we read 

through the story, we will pause to admit the places where we so often and so easily could change 

the narrative. 

 

So read with me, trusting that no matter what we do or don’t do, this story ends with love. Let us pray: 



Prayer of Confession 
 
Luke 19:28-40 
P:  28 After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 When he had come 

near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 
30 saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has 

never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say 

this, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ”  

C:  God, forgive us for the times when we do not trust your word and do not follow 

where you lead. We long to be the ones who can go into the village ahead of you. 

Forgive us when we play it safe. 
P:  32 So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them.  

C:  God, forgive us for forgetting that you are always truthful with us. Help us seek your 

voice in our midst. 
P:  33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They 

said, “The Lord needs it.” 35 Then they brought it to Jesus, and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, 

they set Jesus on it. 36 As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road.  

C:  Creator God, forgive us for the moments when we choose greed over generosity, 

or when we choose our self-image over our loyalty to you. Give us the courage to be 

unabashed in our faith. Give us the strength to throw our coats on the road. 
P:  37 Now as he was approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of 

the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had 

seen, 38 saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory 

in the highest heaven!”  

C:  King Jesus, give us the conviction to sing your praise from the rooftop. Give us the 

freedom to sing, “Hosanna!” 
P;  39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40 He 

answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”  

C:  Son of David, inspire us to shout your name from the rooftops. Fill us with your love 

so that we may not be silent. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Words of Forgiveness 
 
P:  Family of faith, there will be days when we withhold our praise. There will be days when we dare 

not follow. There will be days when we ignore God’s call, when we choose comfort over courage, 

and ourselves over others. But even on those days, even on our worst days, we belong to God. Hear 

and believe the good news of the gospel: 

C:  Nothing can separate us from God’s love. We are loved, forgiven, and sent out to 

serve.  Hosanna! Amen. 



Gathering Song                “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”              ELW 344 

 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 

C:  Holy God, sometimes it’s hard to hear you over the hosannas. Sometimes it’s hard to hear 

you over the noise of city streets. Sometimes it’s hard to hear you over our racing thoughts, 

our mental to-do lists, or our desire to fit in. Sometimes it is hard to hear you in this noisy 

world. So just as you stopped traffic in Jerusalem, stop traffic here. Pause the rush. Open the 

gates. Dwell among us, until your Word is all we can hear. We are listening. We are laying 

down our cloaks.  Amen. 



Bible Readings  
 

Isaiah 50: 4-9a 

The Lord GOD has given me 

   the tongue of a teacher, 

that I may know how to sustain 

   the weary with a word. 

Morning by morning he wakens— 

   wakens my ear 

   to listen as those who are taught. 

The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

   and I was not rebellious, 

   I did not turn backwards. 

I gave my back to those who struck me, 

   and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

I did not hide my face 

   from insult and spitting. 
 

The Lord GOD helps me; 

   therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, 

   and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

   he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 

   Let us stand up together. 

Who are my adversaries? 

   Let them confront me. 

It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

   who will declare me guilty? 

All of them will wear out like a garment; 

   the moth will eat them up. 

 

Philippians 2: 5-11 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 

   did not regard equality with God 

   as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 

   taking the form of a slave, 

   being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 

   he humbled himself 

   and became obedient to the point of death— 

   even death on a cross. 
 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

   and gave him the name 

   that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 

   every knee should bend, 

   in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 

   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

   to the glory of God the Father. 



Children’s Message and Sunday School Dismissal  
 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day               “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”            ELW 346   

 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
 

We believe in a God who walks headfirst into the world’s suffering, who lights a candle in the 

darkest night, who pulls back the curtain so we can see the stars.  

We believe in a God who does not shy away from the truth, who is bold in seeking justice, 

and humble in taking power.  

We believe in a God who sees our hurt and wraps love around it, cocooning us in hope, 

tethering us to one another. 

We believe in a God who is always carrying us from the pain of the world into the hope of a 

new day. That is where God is headed. That is where we follow. May it be so. Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of the People   
 

A: God, in your mercy, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

 
Offering 
 

P:  Let us pray.    

C:  God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. 

Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 



The Great Thanksgiving 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 
Words of Institution 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

 
P: Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 



Distribution of Communion 

We invite all who come in faith to the Lord’s Table as we celebrate Holy Communion in our 

worship today.  For those who prefer, grape juice and gluten free wafers are available, let 

the server know as you approach.   Those not communing are welcome to come forward for 

a blessing. 

 

Communion Song                         “Lamb of God” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer after Communion 

 
P:  Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 

pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the 

song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen 

 
 
Benediction 

 
P: As you leave this place, may God bless you with seeking. Seek out the hungry. Seek the weary. 

Seek the good in every person you pass. Seek out the hopeful. Seek the faithful. Seek God in each 

of us. As you seek and as you wonder, may you find what you are looking for. In the name of our 

loving God, who is always seeking us, go now in peace.  

C: Amen. 



Sending Song                       “Jesus Shall Reign”                       ELW 434 

 

Dismissal  
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! And we will! 
 

ELW Worship Setting 6 and music reproduced by permission under One License #A-705-815 and CCLI license # 158066. 

 

 

 


