Lord of the Valley Lutheran Church

PO Box 843 Granby, CO 80446 (970)887-9252
Ministers: All God's People Pastor: Rob Moss

LOTV Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, December 22nd Fourth Sunday of Advent

Welcome and Announcements

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

P: We light candles for the four weeks of Advent reflecting on Christ who is always entering into our
lives and our world. Today, we light three candles, a candle of hope, a candle of peace, and today
we add a candle of joy. Even in the midst of struggles and darkness, we are people filled with joy: joy

from being loved and joy from God coming to abide with us in Jesus. We come with our yearning to
live out God'’s joy.

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” verses 1-3
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Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-1ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!
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Prayer of the Day

P. The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P. Let us pray:

C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us
from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



THE WORD
Readings

Micah 5: 2-5a
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labour has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great

to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.

Hebrews 10: 5-10
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,

but a body you have prepared for me;
in burnt-offerings and sin-offerings

you have taken no pleasure.
Then | said, “See, God, | have come to do your will, O God”

(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).’
When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and
burnt-offerings and sin-offerings’ (these are offered according to the law), then he added, ‘See, |
have come to do your will." He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by God'’s
will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Children’s Message
Gospel

Luke 1: 39-45 [46-55]
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the
child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry,
‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened
to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as | heard the sound of your greeting,
the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment
of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’
[And Mary said,
‘My soul magnifies the Lord,

and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,



and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.’]

Sermon

Song of the Day

“Canticle of the Turning”
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I My soul cries out with a joy - ful shout that the
2 Though 1 am small, my... God, my all, you . . .
3 From the halls of pow'r to the for - tress tow’r, not a
4 Though the na - tions rage from .. age to age, we T -
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God of my heart is  great, and my spir - it sings of the
work great. . things in me, and your mer - cy will last from the
stone will be left on stone. Let the king be - ware for your
mem - ber who holds us fast: God’s mer - cy must de -
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won - drous things that you bring to the ones who  wait.
depths of the past to the end of the age to be.
jus - tice tears ev-'try ty - rant ... from s throne.
liv - er us from the con - quer-or’s crush -ing  grasp.
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You fixed your  sight on your ser - vant’s plight, and my
Your ver -y name puts the proud to shame, and to
The hun - gry poor shall ..  weep no more, for the
This sav. - ing  word that our fore - bears heard is the

Song Continues on Next Page...
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weak -ness you did not  spurn, so from east to  west shall my
those who would for you yeamn, you will show your might, put the
food they can nev - er earn; there are ta - bles spread, ev-'ry
prom - ise which holds us  bound, till the spear and rod can be
0 4 .
i ia— — ' ' — | |
@_d—d_td—d_d_ ‘P—dl - . =+
J —
name  be blest. Could the world be a - bout to turn?
strong  to flight, for the world is a - bout to turn.
mouth be fed, for the world i1s a - bout to turn.
crushed by God, who is turn - ing the world a - round.
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My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your jus-tice burn.
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Wipe a- way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.

Affirmation of Faith for Advent

We believe in God,
creator and lover of the earth, the origin and the destiny of us all.

We believe in Jesus the Christ,

God coming to us in the fragile promise of a baby yet unborn, who emerges as the herald of
hope.

He is God's laughter in the face of despair, leading the way to the reign of promise where
God'’s justice and peace will flourish.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
who implants the seed of truth, brings us to birth as the body of Christ, and empowers us to
confront and transform all that is corrupt, degrading and deceitful.

We believe in the coming reign of God,

announced by the Baptist, exclaimed by Elizabeth, and sung by Mary.

It has drawn near to us in Jesus and will be realized in the coming reign of God on earth,
when all who have lived in sorrow will be raised from the waters, robed in righteousness, and
gathered into the joyous fulfilment of God's desire.

For the coming of that day on this day, we hope, we work, and we pray:
Come, Lord Jesus, Comel!



Prayers of the People

A: Lord, in your mercy,
C: receive our prayer.

Offering

Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to God.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: ltisright o give God thanks and praise.

P: In this Advent season we await with longing for the fullness of your reign, O God, where all are
welcomed, loved, invited, and fed without condition. And so it is with hope and trust on this day that
we join with Mary, who was so filled with that vision that she couldn’t help but sing of it with joy.

“My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”

Song Continues on Next Page...
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1 My  soul pro-claims your great-ness, Lord; I sing my Sav - ior’s praise!
2 To all who live in  ho - 1ly fear your mer-cy ev - er flows.
3 To Is - ra - el, your ser - vant blest, your help is ev - er sure;
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You looked up - on my low - li - ness, and I am full of grace.
With might-y arm you dash the proud, their schem-ing hearts ex - pose.
the prom-ise to our par-ents made their chil - dren will se - cure.
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Now ev-'ry land and ev - 'ty age this bless-ing shall pro - claim—
The ruth-less you have cast a-side, the low-ly throned in - stead;
Sing glo-ry to the Ho - 1ly One, give hon-or to the  Word,
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great won-ders you have done for me, and ho -1ly is your name.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen

Distribution of Communion

We welcome all people who come in the faith to partake of Holy Communion. Smaller children are
invited to come forward for a blessing. Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available, ask server

as you appro

Benediction

ach.

the hun - gry filled with all good things,the rich sent off un - fed.
and praise the Pow'r of the Most High, one God, by all a - dored.
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Sending Song

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

P
1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice

with heart and soul
with heart and soul
with heart and soul
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and voice;
and voice;
and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!

now ye need not

fear the grave;

Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er- more.
Calls you one and calls you all to gainthe ev_-_er - last-ing hall.
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for this!
Christ was born  to save! Christ was born  to save!
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Dismissal

Leader: Go in peace a

nd hope to serve the Lord!

ALL: Thanks be to God. And we will!



