Lord of the Valley Lutheran Church
PO Box 843 Granby, CO 80446 (970)887-9252
Ministers: All God's People Pastor: Brian Bergum

LOTV Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, December 31st, 2023 First Sunday of Christmas

Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship

Leader: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world! He is the Light no darkness can overcome.
People: On this day we gather to celebrate the light of our salvation.

Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
People: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

Leader: Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
People: We have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.

Leader: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
People: In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

Leader: In Christ, God's Word is made flesh and lives among us.
People: Let us live in the light and love of Christ.

Leader: The Grace and Peace of Christ is with you always.
People: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Leader: Almighty God,

People: you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully
restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our
humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.



Hymn of Praise

“Joy to the World”
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Readings

Isaiah 61: 10 - 62:3
| will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteocusness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GoOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
The Vindication and Salvation of Zion
For Zion's sake | will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem's sake | will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will give.
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

Galatians 4: 4-7

When the fullness of fime had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order
to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And
because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son intfo our hearts, crying, ‘Abbal Father!’” So
you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

Gospel Reading

Luke 2: 22-40
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall
be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the
law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout,
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by
the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for
him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles

and for glory to your people Israel.’
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising



of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great
age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At
that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their
own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God
was upon him.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day “The Bells of Christmas”
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Affirmation of Faith “Apostle’s Creed”

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, he was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Leader: Hear us, O God.
People: Your mercy is great.

Offering

Leader: Let us pray, Merciful God,

People: Everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. We joyfully release what you have
entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole lives returned to you, dedicated to the
healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Leader: Liftf up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to God.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Leader: It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to
you O God through Jesus Christ. You so loved the world that you sent your only Son, your word made
flesh, to live among us and to open to us the way of your abundant life. And so with the Church on
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

People: Holy, holy, holy are you, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are filled with
your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the One who comes in your name. Hosanna
in the highest, hosanna in the highest!



Words of Institution

Leader: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: this cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Leader: Lord, Remember us in your love, and teach us to pray.

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kihngdom come. Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

Distribution of Communion

We welcome all people who come in the faith to partake of Holy Communion. Smaller children are
invited to come forward for a blessing. Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available, ask server
as you approach.

After Communion Blessing and Prayer

Leader: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace now
and in all of your days.
ALL: Amen

Leader: Life-giving God, in this meal you have bound us to yourself, from this table we have received
the very presence of Jesus Christ. Send us now to be what we have received, that all creation might
know your love and sing your praise now and always.

People: Amen

Benediction

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you, the
Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. In the name of the Father and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen

Leader: Go in peace and hope to serve the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God and we will!



Closing Hymn

“"He Came Down”
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