Lord of the Valley Lutheran Church

PO Box 843 Granby, CO 80446
Ministers: All God's People

(970)887-9252
Pastor: Brian Bergum

LOTV Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, December 314, 2023 First Sunday of Advent

Announcements

Call to Worship

Leader: We worship as we live, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen

Leader: The days grow short and the darkness of these days reminds us of the darkness of sin and
brokenness. So we put up lights, to remember the Light of Christ that shines in our darkness, in all

darkness.

People: We hear the cry of the prophets, the greeting of the angel, and wonder. The Spirit of
God is upon us and we proclaim the good news: Nothing is impossible with God! Come Lord

Jesus.
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We all fade like a ledf,

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
There is no one who calls on your name,

or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,

and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
Yet, O LORD, you are our Father;

we are the clay, and you are our potter;

we are all the work of your hand.
Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD,

and do not remember iniquity for ever.

Now consider, we are all your people.

1 Corinthians 1: 3-9
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in
Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every
kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you are not lacking
in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to
the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Gospel Verse “Emmanvel”
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Gospel Reading

Mark 13: 24-37
[Jesus said:] ‘In those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
Then they will see "the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will send



Affirmation of Faith “Apostle's Creed”

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ,
God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. On
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Leader: Merciful God,
People: receive our prayer.

Offering

Leader: Let us pray, Merciful God,

People: Everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. We joyfully release what you have
entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole lives returned to you, dedicated to the
healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to God.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Leader: All praise to You, Emmanuel, God-promised, and God with us; Your light shines in our lives;
your peace embraces our anger, sorrow, and loss; your life opens us to new discovery of ourselves
and our neighbors. And so it is with courage and hope that we join in singing the song of Mary,
praising you with our joyful hearts.

The Annunciation

Leader: An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was Mary.
The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you. You shall bear a child, and his
name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.” And Mary said, I am the servant of my
God, I live fo do your will.



Leader: Lord, Remember us in your love, and teach us to pray.

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy nhame. Thy kihgdom come. Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

Distribution of Communion

We welcome all people who come in the faith to partake of Holy Communion. Smaller children are
invited to come forward for a blessing. Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available, ask server
as you approach.

Leader: Life-giving God, in this meal you have bound us to yourself, at this table we have received
the very presence of Jesus Christ. Send us now o be what we have received, that all creation might
know your love and sing your praise now and always.

People: Amen

Benediction

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you, the
Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. In the name of the Father and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen

Closing Song “God's Surprise”
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