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LOTV Worship with Holy Communion 
Sunday, October 22, 2023 Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Announcements 

 

Call to Worship – Order of Confession and Forgiveness 

 
Leader: We worship as we live, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

ALL: Amen 

 
Leader: Come let us worship God, the Source of love and life, who creates us and all things.  

All: Come let us worship God, who came to us in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, the Risen 

One, who is Immanuel, God with us now and always. 

 
Leader:  Come let us worship God, whose Spirit dwells in our lives and in our world, the Spirit calls, 

gathers, renews, and sends us out into the world to be witnesses to the love of God. 

All: To the One true God, Father-Son-and Holy Spirit, be praise in all times and in all places. 

 
Leader: As we gather to worship God we let go of our fears that keeps us from loving, we put down 

our masks that hide our true selves. We turn to God seeking forgiveness in our own life and the 

courage to offer forgiveness to each other. 

 

(A Time of Silence for Personal Reflection and Confess) 
 

 
Leader: Most merciful God, 

ALL: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen 

 
Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake God 

forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the 

children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Amen. Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Now the Feast and Celebration  
 

Leader:  The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

  

Kyrie 
 

Leader: (sung) In peace, in peace,  

 

 
 
 

 

Leader: For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all let us pray to 

the … (Refrain) 

 

Leader: For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your Word, 

let us pray to the . . . (Refrain) 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Song of Praise                “Now the Feast and Celebration” 
 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

Leader:  Sovereign God, 

All:  raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created for you, 

let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 



Scripture Readings  
 

After each reading –  

Reader: The Word of God for the People of God.   

All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Isaiah 45: 1-7 

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 

   whose right hand I have grasped 

to subdue nations before him 

   and strip kings of their robes, 

to open doors before him— 

   and the gates shall not be closed: 

I will go before you 

   and level the mountains, 

I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 

   and cut through the bars of iron, 

I will give you the treasures of darkness 

   and riches hidden in secret places, 

so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 

   the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 

For the sake of my servant Jacob, 

   and Israel my chosen, 

I call you by your name, 

   I surname you, though you do not know me. 

I am the LORD, and there is no other; 

   besides me there is no god. 

   I arm you, though you do not know me, 

so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 

   and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 

   I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

I form light and create darkness, 

   I make weal and create woe; 

   I the LORD do all these things. 

 
1 Thessalonians 1: 1-10 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace. 

 

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering 

before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord 

Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our 

message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with 

full conviction; just as you know what kind of people we proved to be among you for your sake. And 

you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy 

inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in 

Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but 

in every place where your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about 

it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and 

how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from 

heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 



Gospel Verse 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading 

After reading –  

Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Matthew 22: 15-22 

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they sent their disciples to him, 

along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of 

God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with 

partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’ But Jesus, 

aware of their malice, said, ‘Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin 

used for the tax.’ And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, ‘Whose head is this, and 

whose title?’ They answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the emperor 

the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’ When they heard this, they 

were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

 

 

Sermon 



Song                        “We Give Thee but Thine Own”  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Affirmation of Faith     “Nicene Creed” 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 



Prayers of the People  

 
Leader:  God of grace, 

ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Offering 

 

Offering Response       “As The Grains of Wheat” 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Leader:  Let us pray.  Merciful God, 

ALL:  Everything in heaven and earth belongs to you.  We joyfully release what you have 

entrusted to us.  May these gifts be signs of our whole lives returned to you, dedicated to the 

healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus Christ.  Amen  

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Leader:  The Lord be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 
 

Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 

All:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 



Leader:  It is our duty and delight … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

All:  Holy, holy, holy are you, God of power and might.  Heaven and earth are filled with your 

glory.  Hosanna in the highest!  Blessed is the One who comes in your name.  Hosanna in the 

highest, hosanna in the highest! 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Leader:  On the night of his betrayal our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it and gave it 

to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of 

me.  After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 
Leader: Lord, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray; 

ALL:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
 

 
 
 

Distribution of Communion 

We invite all who come in faith to the Lord’s Table as we celebrate Holy Communion in our 

worship today.  For those who prefer, grape juice and gluten free wafers are available, let 

the server know as you approach.   Those not communing are welcome to come forward for 

a blessing. 



After Communion Blessing and Prayer 
 

Leader:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace now 

and in all of your days.    ALL:  Amen 

 

Leader: Life-giving God, in this meal you have bound us to yourself, from this table we have received 

the very presence of Jesus Christ.  Send us now to be what we have received, that all creation might 

know your love and sing your praise now and always.   ALL: Amen 

 

Sending Song:    “Praise to You, O God of Mercy” 
 

 
 

Benediction and Sending 
 

Leader: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord.    

All: THANKS BE TO GOD!! 
 

Music and lyric reproduce by permission under One License #A-705-815 and CCLI license # 1580664 
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