Lord of the Valley Lutheran Church

PO Box 843 Granby, CO 80446 (970)887-9252
Ministers: All God's People Pastor: Brian Bergum

LOTV Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, March 2éth, 2023 Fifth Sunday in Lent

Announcements

Gathering

Leader: We worship as we live: in the name of God — Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
All: Amen

Leader: God calls us to be honest with ourselves, with God and each other, as God renews us and
our life's purposes. Come apart from the busyness of family, school and work, and dwell in the
presence of God, the source and ground of our being.

All: We come in praise of God and in affirmation of Jesus Christ as the truth and center of our
lives. We celebrate the places where love is found, and we give thanks for the gift of new life.

Leader: O God, the struggles of relationships, the pressure of making ends meet or of keeping up with
our peers, the fear of losing, our health, our job, our home, the ones we love, over time dry up our
lives, and then take the very breath from our being.

All: Raise us up O God. Breathe your Spirit into our dry bones. Call us out of the tombs we
have created in our lives, that we might embrace and celebrate the gift of life you have
given us this very day. Amen

Leader: Sisters and Brothers: God created us to experience joy in communion with him, to love alll
humanity, and to live in harmony with all of creation. But sin separates us from God, our neighbors,
and creation. As we move through this season of Lent we acknowledge our need for repentance;
that is, our need to re-focus and re-prioritize our lives, our need to turn our lives back toward God and
our neighbors. Let us continue our Lenten journey by together confessing our sins and seeking the
forgiveness and new life that is promised to us in Christ Jesus.



“Turn My Heart O God”

The Congregation sings the refrain along with the verse response.
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From all that leads to sin, to holiness and grace.... ¢ - &=
From all despair and grief, to hope of life renewed... Come and tum my hear, O God.
(Refrain)
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O fill me with your grace that | might sing your praise... Comc and tm my hear, O God.
(Refrain)

Leader: God of Love and Life,

All: We confess that we have sinned against you and each other, by what we have done and
said, and by what we have failed to do and say. We confess that we are wounded, and
those wounds affect how we treat ourselves and how we treat others. We come seeking
forgiveness and healing. We come seeking a sense of wholeness in our lives. Help us to
forgive the people who have wounded us, as we come seeking forgiveness for the wounds
we have caused other people. Have mercy on us, O God. Help us to live differently. Help us
to forgive graciously. Help us to love abundantly. Amen

Leader: God is faithful, even when we are not. God's promises are true, even when we break our
promises. Our lives change but one thing does not change: God has loved you, loves you now, and
will love you always. And it is in and through this love that in Jesus Christ God forgives you of all your
sins. This is the good news that brings us new life.

All: Amen - Thanks be to God!



Song of Praise: “Arise, Shine Out!”
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Leader: The Lord is with you.
All: And also with you.

Leader: Almighty God,

All: your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the
power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Bible Readings

Ezekiel 37: 1-14

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very many
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ | answered,
‘O Lord GoD, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry
bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: | will cause breath to enter
you, and you shall live. | will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh fo come upon you, and cover you
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that | am the LORD.’



So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. | looked, and there were sinews on them,
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then
he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the

Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ |
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on
their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus
says the Lord GoOD: | am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people;
and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that | am the LORD, when | open
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. | will put my spirit within you, and you
shall live, and | will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that |, the LORD, have spoken and
will act, says the LORD.’

Romans 8: 6-11

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile fo God; it does not submit to God's law—indeed it

cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies
also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Gospel Verse “Return to God”
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mer-cy; Come, seek the ten-der faith-ful-ness of God.

Gospel Reading

John 11: 1-45

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was
the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus
was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love isill.’ But when Jesus heard it,
he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be
glorified through it."” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi,
the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are
there not twelve hours of daylighte Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see
the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them." After
saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken



him." The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, however, had
been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus
told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake | am glad | was not there, so that you may believe.
But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that
we may die with him.’

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met
him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would
not have died. But even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to
her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, ‘| know that he will rise again in the resurrection
on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘| am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe
thise’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming
into the world.’

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to

him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met
him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out.
They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with
her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid
hime¢' They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he
loved him!" But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept
this man from dying?’

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against
it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already
there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did | not tell you that if
you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked
upwards and said, ‘Father, | thank you for having heard me. | knew that you always hear me, but |
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent

me." When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came
out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to
them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

Sermon



Song “Christ, the Life of All the Living”
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2 You have suf-fered great af - flic-tion and have borne it  pa - tient - ly,
3 Then, for all that bought my par-don, for the sor-rows deep and sore,
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Christ, your-self for me once giv - ing to the dark-est depths of woe:
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through your suf-f’ring, death,and mer - it life e-ter - nal I in- her - it
for youchose to  be tor-ment-ed that my doom should be pre-vent-ed.
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.

Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
for that last tri - um - phant cry, praise you ev - er - more on high.
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Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of God’s People

Leader: Merciful God,
All: receive our prayer.

Offering
Offering Response (sung)

For your generous providing, which sustains us all our days,

For your Spirit here residing, we proclaim our hearifelt praise.

In the depths of joy and sorrow, though the road be smooth or rough,
Fearless, we can face tomorrow for your grace will be enough.

‘Round your table, through your giving, show us how to live and pray

Till your kingdom’s way of living is the bread we share each day;

Bread for us and for our neighbor; bread for body, mind and soul,

Bread of heav’'n and human labor - broken bread that makes us whole.

Leader: All good gifts around us come from you, O God
All: You have given us new life in Christ! Therefore we offer our gifts that we may be gifts to
one another. Amen

Leader: The Lord be with you
All: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to God.

Leader: Let us give thanks to God Most High.
All: It is right to give God our thanks and praise.

Leader: Eternal God, who has created the heavens and the earth ... With all the prophets of old and
new, the saints and sinner, and all the company of heaven, we glorify your name and join in the
endless song of all creation:

Refrain
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Leader: Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray.

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Distribution of Holy Communion

We invite all who come in faith to the Lord’s Table as we celebrate Holy Communion in our
worship today. For those who prefer, grape juice and gluten free wafers are available, let
the server know as you approach. Those not communing are welcome to come forward for
a blessing.

Song During Communion “lI Am the Bread of Life”
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Leader: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you always in his
grace. All: Amen

Leader: Life-giving God, in this meal you have bound us to yourself, at this table we have received
the very presence of Jesus Christ. Send us now to be what we have received, that all creation might
know your love and sing your praise now and always. All: Amen

Benediction / Sending

Leader: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!!!
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“Turn My Heart” Words and Music by Marty Haugen. GIA Publishing. “Arise, Shine Out!” Words and Music by David Haas. GIA Publishing.
“Return to God” Traditional text, music by Marty Haugen GIA Publishing. “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” Traditional text adapted by Ray Makeever.
Tune by Ray Makeever. Augsburg Fortress. Copied with permission under onelicense.net #A705-815.

Holy Week / Easter Schedule

Palm Sunday - April 2nd
9:30 am

Maundy Thursday - April éth
(At Lord of the Valley)
7:00 pm

Good Friday - April 7th
(At St. John the Baptist Episcopal)
7:00 pm

Easter Sunday - April 9th
7:00 am and 10:00 am
Easter Breakfast 8:00 am
Easter EQg Hunt 11:15 am




