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LOTV Worship with Holy Communion 
Sunday, January 22, 2023 Third Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Announcements 

 

Call to Worship – Order of Confession and Forgiveness 

 
Leader: We worship as we live, in the Grace of God, the Compassion of Jesus Christ, and the Healing 

Hope of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen 

 
Leader: We have come to praise God, who has done wonderful things among us. 

All: In Jesus Christ, God has shown us love, giving light for our darkness, and strength for all 

our days. 

 
Leader: We come remembering Christ’s life and ministry, and the life we are called to live. 

All: We come as people yearning, searching for ways to live out our faith. We come, seeking 

direction and strength to carry on our journey.  

 
Leader: Come, you are welcome here. Christ is with us, calling us now to life and love. 

ALL: Let us celebrate life. Let us worship God. 

 
 

Leader: In Jesus Christ, the Light of God is made known to the world. As we gather we confess to God 

and to each other the ways in which we deny and refuse to live by the Light of Christ in our lives. 
 

 

 

(A Time of Silence for Personal Reflection and Confess) 
 

 

 

Leader: O God of Radiant Light and Endless Love, 

ALL:  We confess to you the truth of our broken lives. We have not trusted your promises or 

walked in your ways. We have hoarded and squandered the gifts of creation. We have failed 

to welcome the stranger and the outcast, and make room for those in need. We have neither 

worked to release the oppressed nor admitted our own captivities. We have failed to let your 

light shine through us in the world in which we live. Forgive our sin, heal our lives, and set us 

free, that we might live with your whole creation in joy and hope. Amen 

 
Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Upon them, upon us, the light of 

Christ shines. Fear not! For behold I bring you good news of great joy: God loves you, and in and 

through this love God forgives you of all your sins. Embrace this day, for God has come to you, to 

abide in you. Arise! Your Light has come.  

ALL: Amen. Thanks be to God!!! 

 



Tree of Life 
 

Gathering Song       “Come and Gather Beneath the Tree of Life” 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Leader: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you always. 

ALL: And also with you. 
 

Kyrie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Song of Praise  “Within the Reign of God” 
(The congregation sings the verse response and the refrain) 
 

 
 
 

Verse:  Come now, the feast is spread; in Jesus’ name we break the bread, 

Here shall we all be fed, WITHIN THE REIGN OF GOD 

All you who seek God’s face are welcome in this holy place; 

Join in the feast of grace, WITHIN THE REIGN OF GOD 

(Refrain) 
 

Verse:  Welcome the weak and poor, the sinner finds an open door, 

None judged, and none ignored WITHIN THE REIGN OF GOD 

Here shall the weary rest, the stranger be a welcome guest. 

So shall we all be blest, WITHIN THE REIGN OF GOD 

(Refrain) 
 
Verse:  One earth, one holy band, one family as our God has planned, 

All share the promised land, WITHIN THE REIGN OF GOD 

Come now, the feast is spread, in Jesus’ name we break the bread; 

Here shall we all be fed, WITHIN THE REIGN OF GOD  

(Refrain) 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 

ALL:  And also with you. 

 
Leader:  Let us pray, 

ALL:  Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us 

into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 



Bible Readings  

 
Isaiah 9: 1-4 

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt 

the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of 

the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

The people who walked in darkness 

   have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

   on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 

   you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

   as with joy at the harvest, 

   as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 

   and the bar across their shoulders, 

   the rod of their oppressor, 

   you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 

1 Corinthians 1: 10-18 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you should 

be in agreement and that there should be no divisions among you, but that you should be united in 

the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there 

are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, ‘I belong to 

Paul’, or ‘I belong to Apollos’, or ‘I belong to Cephas’, or ‘I belong to Christ.’ Has Christ been divided? 

Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized 

none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. (I 

did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone 

else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent 

wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 

 

Gospel Reading 
 

Matthew 4: 12-23 

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and 

made his home in Capernaum by the lake, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had 

been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 

   on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 

the people who sat in darkness 

   have seen a great light, 

and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

   light has dawned.’ 

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 

brother, casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I 

will make you fish for people.’ Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from 

there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their 

father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their 

father, and followed him. 



Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the 

kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

 

Sermon 

 

Children (K – 5th) are dismissed to Sunday School 

 

Sermon Hymn         “Will You Come and Follow Me” 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Affirmation of Faith      “Apostles Creed” 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 
(Today’s prayer response.) 
 

Leader:  Merciful God, 

ALL:  receive our prayer. 

 

Offering 

 
Offering Response       “Come, Let us Bring” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Leader:  Let us pray.   Merciful God,  

ALL:  Everything in heaven and earth belongs to you.  We joyfully release what you have 

entrusted to us.  May these gifts be signs of our whole lives returned to you, dedicated to the 

healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus Christ.  Amen. 



The Great Thanksgiving 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Leader:  It is indeed right and good…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Eucharistic Prayer and Words of Institution  
 

Leader:  Blessed are you, Holy God…with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, now and forever. 
 

 

 
Leader:  Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray. 

ALL:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Distribution of Communion 

We invite all who come in faith to the Lord’s Table as we celebrate Holy Communion in our 

worship today.  For those who prefer, grape juice and gluten free wafers are available, let 

the server know as you approach.   Children are welcome to come forward for a blessing. 

 

Song during Communion    “I Come with Joy”                              

 

 

 



Leader:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you always in his 

grace.   

ALL:  Amen 

 
Leader:  Life-giving God, in this meal you have bound us to yourself, at this table we have received 

the very presence of Jesus Christ.  Send us now to be what we have received, that all creation might 

know your love and sing your praise now and always.    

ALL:  Amen 

 

Benediction 

 

Sending   

 
Leader:  Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord.     

ALL:  Thanks be to God!!! 
 

(With the noted exception, the Tree of Life liturgy is written by Marty Haugen.  GIA publishing.  Copied with permission under license #4395.  

“Within the Reign of God” by Marty Haugen, GIA Publishing.) 


