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LOTV Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, December 5th Second Sunday of Advent
Welcome and Announcements
Leader: We worship as we live, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen
Leader: The days grow short and the darkness of these days reminds us of the darkness of sin and
brokenness. So we put up lights, to remember the Light of Christ that shines in our darkness, in all
darkness.

People: We hear the cry of the prophets, the greeting of the angel, and wonder. The Spirit of
God is upon us and we proclaim the good news: Nothing is impossible with God! Come Lord
Jesus.

Confession and Forgiveness
Leader: Advent is a season to open our lives to the presence of God. Advent is an awareness that we
are made whole through the hope, peace, joy and love that comes only from God.
(A Time of Silence for Personal Reflection and Confession.)
Leader: Most merciful God,

People: We confess that we have sinned against you by our thoughts, by our words, and by
our actions. In this season of Advent, we pray that you would enable us to watch for your
light, signs of where you are breaking through the tinsel and glitter we use to mask our pain,
our guilt, and our fear. Help us hear the words of Your angels, “Do not fear”, and trust that
you are with us. Forgive us. Fill us with your love. Amen.
Leader: We are people who walk in darkness, but even in our darkness there is a light that the world
can not diminish. The Light of God has come to us in Jesus Christ. It is the light of love, of life, of hope.
If you hear nothing else during our worship today, hear this: that God loves you and forgives you and
calls you to bear the light of Christ in your lives.

People: Amen. Thanks be to God!!!
Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Leader: The Gospel of John speaks of Christ as the true light coming into the world. In celebration of
this, we light candles for the four weeks leading to Christmas and reflect on the coming of
Christ. Christ is always coming, always entering an anxious time, a troubled world, a wounded heart.
And so today we light two candles, a candle of hope and a candle of peace, and we dare to
express our longing for hope and peace in our lives, for healing, and the well-being of creation.

All: Loving God, as we journey this Advent season, we open all the dark places in our lives
and memories to the healing light of Christ. Teach us to be people who know, live and share
your joy. Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you that we may walk in the light of Christ.
Amen.
Scripture Readings
After each reading –
Reader: The Word of God for the People of God.

ALL: Thanks be to God.
Malachi 3: 1-4
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is
coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when
he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will
purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to
the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in
the days of old and as in former years.

Philippians 1: 3-11
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for
all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this,
that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus
Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of
you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of
the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And
this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help
you to determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of
God.

Gospel Reading
After reading – Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.
Luke 3: 1-6
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came
to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the
prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”

Sermon

Song

“People, Look East”

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
Offering
The Great Thanksgiving
Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to God.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Leader: All praise to You, Emmanuel, God-promised, and God with us; Your light shines in our lives;
your peace embraces our anger, sorrow, and loss; your life opens us to new discovery of ourselves
and our neighbors. And so it is with courage and hope that we join in singing the song of Mary,
praising you with our joyful hearts.

The Annunciation
Leader: An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was Mary.
The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you. You shall bear a child, and his
name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.” And Mary said, “I am the servant of my
God, I live to do your will.”

The Magnificat

Words of Institution
O Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. With this bread and cup we remember your Word
dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming. Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this
meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of
peace on earth. All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of
the Most High, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

Leader: Lord, Remember us in your love, and teach us to pray.

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen
Distribution of Communion
Leader: Life-giving God, in this meal you have bound us to yourself, at this table we have received
the very presence of Jesus Christ. Send us now to be what we have received, that all creation might
know your love and sing your praise now and always.

ALL: Amen
Benediction

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you, the
Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. In the name of the Father and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Sending Song

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

Leader: Go in hope to love and serve the Lord!

ALL: Thanks be to God.
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