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LOTV Worship with Holy Communion 
Sunday, December 12, 2021 Sunday of Advent 

 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

Leader: We worship as we live, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen 
 

Leader: The days grow short and the darkness of these days reminds us of the darkness of sin and 

brokenness.  So we put up lights, to remember the Light of Christ that shines in our darkness, in all 

darkness. 

People: We hear the cry of the prophets, the greeting of the angel, and wonder. The Spirit of 

God is upon us and we proclaim the good news: Nothing is impossible with God! Come Lord 

Jesus. 

 

 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Leader: Advent is a season to open our lives to the presence of God. Advent is an awareness that we 

are made whole through the hope, peace, joy and love that comes only from God.  

 



(A Time of Silence for Personal Reflection and Confession.) 

 

Leader: Most merciful God, 

People: We confess that we have sinned against you by our thoughts, by our words, and by 

our actions.  In this season of Advent, we pray that you would enable us to watch for your 

light, signs of where you are breaking through the tinsel and glitter we use to mask our pain, 

our guilt, and our fear.  Help us hear the words of Your angels, “Do not fear”, and trust that 

you are with us.  Forgive us.  Fill us with your love.  Amen.  
 

Leader: We are people who walk in darkness, but even in our darkness there is a light that the world 

can not diminish.  The Light of God has come to us in Jesus Christ. It is the light of love, of life, of hope. 

If you hear nothing else during our worship today, hear this: that God loves you and forgives you and 

calls you to bear the light of Christ in your lives.  

People: Amen. Thanks be to God!!! 
 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

Leader: The Gospel of John speaks of Christ as the true light coming into the world. In celebration of 

this, we light candles for the four weeks leading to Christmas and reflect on the coming of 

Christ.  Christ is always coming, always entering an anxious time, a troubled world, a wounded heart. 

And so today we light three candles, a candle of Hope and a candle of Peace, and today a candle 

of Joy.  For even amidst the struggles and darkness, we are people who are filled with Joy:  Joy that 

comes from knowing that we are loved, Joy from knowing that in Jesus Christ, God has come to 

abide with us.  So as we gather this day we come with our yearning to live out your Joy. 

All: Loving God, as we journey this Advent season, we open all the dark places in our lives 

and memories to the healing light of Christ.  Teach us to be people who know, live and share 

your joy.  Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you that we may walk in the light of Christ.  

Amen.  
 
 

Scripture Readings     
 

After each reading –  

Reader: The Word of God for the People of God.   

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 
Zephaniah 3: 14-20 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 

   shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

   O daughter Jerusalem!  

The LORD has taken away the judgements against you, 

   he has turned away your enemies. 

The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 

   you shall fear disaster no more.  

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

Do not fear, O Zion; 

   do not let your hands grow weak.  

The LORD, your God, is in your midst, 

   a warrior who gives victory; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness, 



   he will renew you in his love; 

he will exult over you with loud singing  

   as on a day of festival. 

I will remove disaster from you, 

   so that you will not bear reproach for it.  

I will deal with all your oppressors 

   at that time. 

And I will save the lame 

   and gather the outcast, 

and I will change their shame into praise 

   and renown in all the earth.  

At that time I will bring you home, 

   at the time when I gather you; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 

   among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

   before your eyes, says the LORD. 

 
Philippians 4: 4-7 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The 

Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

 

 

Gospel Reading 

 
After reading – Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord.        

Congregation:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Luke 3: 7-18 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you 

to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, 

“We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children 

to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 

bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’ 

And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two 

coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’ Even tax-

collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to 

them, ‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you. ‘Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what 

should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, 

and be satisfied with your wages.’ 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 

whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; 

but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor 

and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

 

 

 

Sermon 



Song                                     “Joy to the World” 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

 

Offering  

  

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to God. 
 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 
Leader: All praise to You, Emmanuel, God-promised, and God with us; Your light shines in our lives; 

your peace embraces our anger, sorrow, and loss; your life opens us to new discovery of ourselves 

and our neighbors.  And so it is with courage and hope that we join in singing the song of Mary, 

praising you with our joyful hearts. 

 

 

The Annunciation 
Leader: An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was Mary.  

The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you.  You shall bear a child, and his 

name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.”  And Mary said, “I am the servant of my 

God, I live to do your will.” 



The Magnificat 
 

 
 

 

Words of Institution 
 

O Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:  Blessed are you for the birth of creation.  

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.  Blessed are you for your promise to your people.  

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.  Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.  

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  With this bread and cup we remember your Word 

dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.  We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  

We look with hope for his coming.  Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us.  Bless this 

meal.  May your Word take flesh in us.  Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of 

peace on earth.  All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of 

the Most High, one God, now and forever.  

People:  Amen. 



Leader: Lord, Remember us in your love, and teach us to pray. 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

 

Distribution of Communion 

 
Leader: Life-giving God, in this meal you have bound us to yourself, at this table we have received 

the very presence of Jesus Christ. Send us now to be what we have received, that all creation might 

know your love and sing your praise now and always.  

ALL: Amen  

 

   

Benediction 
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you, the 

Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.  In the name of the Father and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 

Sending 
 

Leader: Go in hope to love and serve the Lord! 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 
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