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LOTV Worship Sunday, September 26, 2021 / 18th Sunday after Pentecost
Welcome and Announcements

Tree of Life
Call to Worship – Order of Confession and Forgiveness
Leader: We worship as we live, in the Grace of God, the Compassion of Jesus Christ, and the Healing
Hope of the Holy Spirit.

ALL: Amen
Leader: We have come to praise God, who has done wonderful things among us.

ALL: In Jesus Christ, God has shown us love, giving light for our darkness, and strength for all
our days.
Leader: We come remembering Christ’s life and ministry, and the life we are called to live.

ALL: We come as people yearning, searching for ways to live out our faith. We come,
seeking direction and strength to carry on our journey.
Leader: Come, you are welcome here. Christ is with us, calling us now to life and love.

ALL: Let us celebrate life. Let us worship God.
Leader: In Jesus Christ, the Light of God is made known to the world. As we gather we confess to God
and to each other the ways in which we deny and refuse to live by the Light of Christ in our lives.
(A Time of Silence for Personal Reflection and Confess)
Leader: O God of Radiant Light and Endless Love,

ALL: We confess to you the truth of our broken lives. We have not trusted your promises or
walked in your ways. We have hoarded and squandered the gifts of creation. We have failed
to welcome the stranger and the outcast, and make room for those in need. We have neither
worked to release the oppressed nor admitted our own captivities. We have failed to let your
light shine through us in the world in which we live. Forgive our sin, heal our lives, and set us
free, that we might live with your whole creation in joy and hope. Amen
Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Upon them, upon us, the light of
Christ shines. Fear not! For behold I bring you good news of great joy: God loves you, and in and
through this love God forgives you of all your sins. Embrace this day, for God has come to you, to
abide in you. Arise! Your Light has come.

ALL: Amen. Thanks be to God!!!
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

All: And also with you.

Gathering Song “Come and Gather Beneath the Tree of Life”

Song of Praise “Within the Reign of God”
(The congregation sings the verse response and the refrain)

Verse: Come now, the feast is spread; in Jesus’ name we break the bread,
Here shall we all be fed, WITHIN THE REIGN OF GOD
All you who seek God’s face are welcome in this holy place;
Join in the feast of grace, WITHIN THE REIGN OF GOD
(Refrain)
Verse: Welcome the weak and poor, the sinner finds an open door,
None judged, and none ignored WITHIN THE REIGN OF GOD
Here shall the weary rest, the stranger be a welcome guest.
So shall we all be blest, WITHIN THE REIGN OF GOD
(Refrain)
Verse: One earth, one holy band, one family as our God has planned,
All share the promised land, WITHIN THE REIGN OF GOD
Come now, the feast is spread, in Jesus’ name we break the bread;
Here shall we all be fed, WITHIN THE REIGN OF GOD
(Refrain)

Prayer of the Day
Leader: The Lord is with you.

All: And also with you.
Leader: Generous God,

All: your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give us a share of your
Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Scripture Readings
After each reading –
Reader: The Word of God for the People of God.

ALL: Thanks be to God.
Numbers 11: 4-6, 10-16, 24-29
The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, ‘If only
we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the
melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at
all but this manna to look at.’
Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their tents. Then
the LORD became very angry, and Moses was displeased. So Moses said to the LORD, ‘Why have you
treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all
this people on me? Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to me,
“Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child”, to the land that you promised on oath
to their ancestors? Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to me
and say, “Give us meat to eat!” I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy
for me. If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in
your sight—and do not let me see my misery.’
So the LORD said to Moses, ‘Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the
elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them take
their place there with you.
So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he gathered seventy elders of the
people, and placed them all around the tent. Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to
him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit
rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again.
Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit
rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so
they prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and told Moses, ‘Eldad and Medad are
prophesying in the camp.’ And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen
men, said, ‘My lord Moses, stop them!’ But Moses said to him, ‘Are you jealous for my sake? Would
that all the LORD’s people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on them!’
James 5: 13-20
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of
praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray
over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and
the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess

your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the
righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it
might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again,
and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.
My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by
another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the
sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

Gospel Reading
After reading – Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.
Mark 9: 38-50
John said to [Jesus], ‘Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to
stop him, because he was not following us.’ But Jesus said, ‘Do not stop him; for no one who does a
deed of power in my name will be able soon afterwards to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against
us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name
of Christ will by no means lose the reward.
‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be
better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If
your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two
hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it
is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell., And if your eye
causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than
to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never
quenched.
‘For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season
it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.’

Sermon

Song

“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He
descended to the dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended into heaven, He is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The Great Thanksgiving
Leader: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them to God.
Leader: Let us give thanks to God Most High.

All: It is right to give God our thanks and praise.
Leader: You are indeed Holy, Gracious and Merciful God … This we pray through Jesus Christ our
Savior and our Friend.
Leader: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen
Communion is Shared
Post Communion Blessing
Leader: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, give you grace, mercy and peace now and in
all your days!

All: Amen
Leader: Life-giving God, in this meal you have bound us to yourself, at this table we have received
the very presence of Jesus Christ. Send us now to be what we have received, that all creation might
know your love and sing your praise now and always.

All: Amen
Blessing and Sending
Leader: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord
ALL: THANKS BE TO GOD!!
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