
Lord of the Valley Lutheran Church 
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__________________________________________________________________ 
 

LOTV Worship with Holy Communion 9:30 am on Zoom and 11:00 am Outdoors 
Sunday, April 18th Third Sunday of Easter 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
We will be celebrating Communion during worship this morning.  All are welcome!  Those worshipping from 

home on Zoom at 9:30 am will need to provide your own elements of bread and wine or juice for Holy 

Communion.  Those worshipping in person in parking lot at 11:00 am, Communion Elements will be provided. 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
(Light the Candle.  Then we are each invited to make a sign of the cross +, the sign marked at Baptism, as the 

worship leader begins.) 

 
Leader:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 

All:  In the name of the Father (+) and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Leader:  Joined to Christ in the waters of Baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.  

Let us give thanks for the gift of Baptism. 
 

(Water may be poured into the bowl at home as the thanksgiving continues.) 
 

All:  We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 

by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

 
Leader:  Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.  Through the sea you led 

your people of Israel from slavery into freedom.  At the river your Son was baptized by John and 

anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us 

heirs of your promises and servants of all. 

All:  We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the 

gift of new life in Jesus Christ.  Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 

forgiveness, grace and love. 

 
Leader:  To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever. 

All:  Amen. 

 
Leader:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Leader:  Holy and righteous God, 

All:  you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with your words of 

life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 



Scripture Readings     
 

After each reading –  

Reader: The Word of God for the People of God.   

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 
Acts 3: 12-19 

[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, 

as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you 

handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you 

rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the 

Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his 

name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus 

has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled 

what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and 

turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 

 

1 John 3: 1-7 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we 

are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s 

children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 

revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify 

themselves, just as he is pure. 

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to 

take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either 

seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is 

righteous, just as he is righteous. 

 

 

Gospel Reading 
 

After reading – Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

Congregation:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Luke 24: 36b-48 

Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.”  They were startled 

and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, 

and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch 

me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ And when he had 

said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still 

wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled 

fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 

everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then 

he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the 

Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness 

of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of 

these things.” 

 

Sermon 



Song                        “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!” 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Affirmation of Faith     “Nicene Creed” 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 

with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 

human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come.  Amen. 
 

 

 

Prayers of the People  

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you 

All: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to God. 
 

Leader: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 

All: It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 

 
Leader: Holy God, Mighty Lord, Gracious Father … until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 

Leader:  Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion is Shared 



After Communion Blessing and Prayer 

 
P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, give you grace, mercy and peace now and in all 

your days! 

C) Amen 

 
P) Life-giving God, in this meal you have bound us to yourself, at this table we have received the very 

presence of Jesus Christ.  Send us now to be what we have received, that all creation might know 

your love and sing your praise now and always. 

 

 

Benediction 

 
 

Sending 

 
Leader: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord                                 

ALL: THANKS BE TO GOD!! 
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