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Welcome and Announcements  

 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 133, 1 John 1:1-2:12 and John 20:19-31) 

 

We gather in the Name of the Father and the Son the Holy Spirit! Amen 

 

O God of Light, Shine in our darkness, as Jesus did when he rose from death! 

 

Shine into our darkness with light that is life!  

 

Life that is lived in the certainty of forgiveness, where brothers and sisters live together in 

unity. 

 

Life that celebrates the peace that is ours in Christ Jesus, who is risen! 

 

Let us not only know the wonder of this love of God in peace and forgiveness; 

Let us live this peace and give this peace. 

 

Let us share this forgiveness and the new life that arises in it! 

 

This is resurrection for us, to see the gift of life which God extends to those we love and those 

with whom we contend, 

 

So that we might live as God would have us live, in peace, in unity, in forgiveness, 

 

In Love, God’s Love, through Jesus Christ, our Risen Lord. 

 

Amen!  

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ 

among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Scripture Readings   

  

Acts 4: 32-35 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 

claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 



common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for 

as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was 

sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

 

1 John 1: 1-2:2 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 

with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of 

life— this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 

eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us— we declare to you what we 

have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is 

with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may 

be complete. 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him 

there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 

darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from 

all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 

confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 

us. 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does 

sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

John 20: 19-31 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace 

be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you. ‘When he had said this, he breathed 

on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I 

see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand 

in his side, I will not believe.’ 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 

doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then 

he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it 

in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus 

said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 

book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  

 
Sermon 



Hymn             Will You Let Me Be Your Servant 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Affirmation of Faith     “Nicene Creed” 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 

with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 

human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

Blessing  

 

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

Sending 

 

Go in peace to love and serve our God. 

Thanks be to God! And we will!! 
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