Lord of the Valley Lutheran Church

PO Box 843 Granby, CO 80446 (970)887-9252
Ministers: All God's People Pastor: Brian Bergum

LOTV Worship with Holy Communion 9:30 am
Sunday, March 14th Fourth Sunday in Lent

Welcome and Announcements
We will be celebrating Communion during worship this morning. All are welcome! You will need fo provide
your own elements of bread and wine or juice for Holy Communion.

Gathering
Leader: We worship as we live: in the name of God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
ALL: Amen

Leader: God calls us to be honest with ourselves, with God and each other, as God renews us and
our life's purposes. Come apart from the busyness of family, school and work, and dwell in the
presence of God, the source and ground of our being.

ALL: We come in praise of God and in affirmation of Jesus Christ as the truth and center of our
lives. We celebrate the places where love is found, and we give thanks for the gift of new life.

Leader: O God, the struggles of relationships, the pressure of making ends meet or of keeping up with
our peers, the fear of losing, our health, our job, our home, the ones we love, over time dry up our
lives, and takes the very breath from our being.

ALL: Raise us up O God. Breathe your Spirit into our dry bones. Call us out of the tombs we
have created in our lives, that we might embrace and celebrate the gift of life you have
given us this very day. Amen

Leader: Sisters and Brothers: God created us to experience joy in communion with God, to love all
humanity, and to live in harmony with all of creation. But sin separates us from God, our neighbors,
and creation. As we move through this season of Lent we acknowledge our need for repentance;
that is, our need to re-focus and re-prioritize our lives, our need to turn our lives back toward God and
our neighbors. Let us continue our Lenten journey by together confessing our sins and seeking the
forgiveness and new life that is promised to us in Christ Jesus.

Song "“Create In Me A Clean Heart”

Create in me a clean heart, O God
And renew a right Spirit within me
Create in me a clean heart, O God

And renew a right Spirit within me



Confession and Forgiveness

Leader: God of Love and Life,

ALL: We confess that we have sinned against you and each other, by what we have done
and said, and by what we have failed to do and say. We confess that we are wounded, and
those wounds affect how we treat ourselves and how we treat others. We come seeking
forgiveness and healing. We come seeking a sense of wholeness in our lives. Help us to
forgive the people who have wounded us, as we come seeking forgiveness for the wounds
we have caused other people. Have mercy on us, O God. Help us to live differently. Help us
to forgive graciously. Help us to love abundantly. Amen

Leader: God is faithful, even when we are not. God’s promises are true, even when we break our
promises. Our lives change but one thing does not change: God has loved you, loves you now, and
will love you always. And it is in and through this love that in Jesus Christ God forgives you of all your
sins. This is the good news that brings us new life.

ALL: Amen - Thanks be to God!

Song “Create In Me A Clean Heart”

Create in me a clean heart, O God
And renew a right Spirit within me
Create in me a clean heart, O God

And renew a right Spirit within me

And cast me not away from Your presence O Lord
And take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation.

And renew a right Spirit within me.

Prayer of the Day

Leader) The Lord be with you.
ALL) And also with you.

Leader) O God,

ALL) rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued
us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light that all our deeds may reflect your
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Scripture Readings

After each reading —
Reader: The Word of God for the People of God.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

Numbers 21: 4-9

From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Seaq, to go around the land of Edom;
but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses,
‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness¢ For there is no food and no water,
and we detest this miserable food.’ Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, ‘We have
sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Make a poisonous serpent,
and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the
serpent of bronze and live.

Ephesians 2: 1-10

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of this
world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are
disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh
and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in
mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up
with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. For by grace
you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the result
of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

Gospel Reading

After reading — Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

John 3: 14-21

[Jesus said:] “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up. that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not
believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of
God. And this is the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness
rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to
the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is frue come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”

Sermon
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Affirmation of Faith

“Apostles Creed”

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People




The Great Thanksgiving

Leader: The Lord be with you
ALL: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.
ALL: We lift them to God.

Leader: Let us give thanks to God Most High.
ALL: It is right to give God our thanks and praise.

Leader: Eternal God, who has created the heavens and the earth ... With all the prophets of old and
new, the saints and sinner, and all the company of heaven, we glorify your name and join in the
endless song of all creation.

Lord remember us in your love and teach us to pray:

ALL) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

Communion is Shared

After Communion Blessing and Prayer

P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, give you grace, mercy and peace now and in all
your days!
C) Amen

P) Life-giving God, in this meal you have bound us to yourself, at this table we have received the very

presence of Jesus Christ. Send us now to be what we have received, that all creation might know
your love and sing your praise now and always.

Benediction

Sending

Leader: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord
ALL: THANKS BE TO GOD!!
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