
 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

The Crucifixion of Our Lord 

April 2, 2012 

 
We gather together the communities of Church of the Eternal Hills, the Episcopal 

Community and Lord of the Valley. 
 

 

Welcome / Announcements 
 

 

Solo Verse:          “Were You There”    Verse 1 
 

 

Reading:           The Betrayal of Jesus                       Luke 22: 39-62 

 
39He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples followed him. 
40When he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.” 
41Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, 42“Father, if you are 

willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.” 43Then an angel from heaven 

appeared to him and gave him strength. 44In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat 

became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground. 45When he got up from prayer, he 

came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of grief, 46and he said to them, “Why are 

you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of trial.”  
47While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of the twelve, 

was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; 48but Jesus said to him, “Judas, is it with a kiss 

that you are betraying the Son of Man?” 49When those who were around him saw what was coming, 

they asked, “Lord, should we strike with the sword?” 50Then one of them struck the slave of the high 

priest and cut off his right ear. 51But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed 

him. 52Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police, and the elders who had 

come for him, “Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I were a bandit? 53When I was with 

you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of 

darkness!”  
54Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. But Peter was 

following at a distance. 55When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down 

together, Peter sat among them. 56Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and 

said, “This man also was with him.” 57But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” 58A little 

later someone else, on seeing him, said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not!” 
59Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, “Surely this man also was with him; for he is a 

Galilean.” 60But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about!” At that moment, while 

he was still speaking, the cock crowed. 61The Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter 

remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the cock crows today, you will 

deny me three times.” 62And he went out and wept bitterly.  
 

 

 

 



Hymn            “Go to Dark Gethsemane”       Verses 1 & 2 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Confession of Sin (As our confession progresses, we will watch the altar and chancel furnishings be 

emptied and stripped, reminding us of the humiliation and suffering of our Lord.  Finally, the furnishings 

will be draped in black, reminding us that our Lord truly died for our forgiveness.) 

 
Leader:  Let us confess to God our sin and seek God’s mercy. 

All:  We confess to you, O God, that we have sinned against you in thought, word, action and 

inaction.  We name before you our sin, and our need for you.  We have not always listened to 

your Holy Word and followed your commands.  (The pulpit parament is removed.)  

 

All:  We confess that we have not always proclaimed you as our Lord and Savior in our 

conversations and discussions.  Many times we have avoided or let go an opportunity to 

share with others the good news of your presence in our lives.  (An Altar candle is removed.)  

 

All:  We confess that we have not come to you in prayer, praise and thanksgiving as we have 

been invited to do in each of our days.  Too often we have relied upon ourselves and the 

gifts you have given us rather than seek you in prayer and ask for your guidance.  (Second 

candle is removed.) 

 

All:  We confess that we do not always serve as we could and so bear witness in our actions 

and decisions that Jesus is Lord of our life and living.  (Altar paraments are removed.) 

 

All:  We confess that we too often wear the cross as an ornament or when it is convenient for 

us and will serve us rather that we serve you by bearing your cross.  (Parament removed from 

cross.) 

 

All:  We confess that we do not walk daily with you, but instead we become immersed with 

the values of the world rather than live in awareness of your grace.  (Baptismal pitcher is 

removed.) 

 

All:  We confess that we do not always receive you with joy and thanksgiving, that we 

neglect to remember your promises and do not always share with the generosity you have 

given us.  (Christ Candle is extinguished, furnishing are draped.) 

 

All:  We confess that we need you God.  We confess that your mercy and love give us life 

and meaning and without you we do not truly live.  Grant us your grace to see your presence 

in our lives daily.  Bring to us your Spirit that we might live to serve you.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, who has given his life for us, forgive us our sin and bring us again into the 

joy of your loving care. 

 
Leader:  On this day many years ago, our Lord Jesus Christ gave his life that we might live in his name.  

He died to sin that we might be freed from sin.  Jesus took our guilt that ours might be no more.  Know 

that in God’s grace and mercy you are forgiven of your sin and now walk in newness of life!  In the 

name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

All:  AMEN  

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn:         “What Wondrous Love Is This”   Verses 1 - 3 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading:         The Trial of Jesus                                Matthew 27: 1-2, 11-31 
 

27When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together against 

Jesus in order to bring about his death. 2They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to 

Pilate the governor.  
11Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 

Jesus said, “You say so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not 

answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?” 
14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
15Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone 

whom they wanted. 16At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. 17So after 

they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas 

or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had 

handed him over. 19While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have 

nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream 

about him.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to 

have Jesus killed. 21The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release 

for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is 

called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” 23Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he 

done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 24So when Pilate saw that he could do 

nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the 

crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25Then the people as a whole 

answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!”  
26So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 
27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered 

the whole cohort around him. 28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and after twisting 

some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before 

him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30They spat on him, and took the reed and 

struck him on the head. 31After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes 

on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.  

 

Solo Verse:          “Were You There”    Verse 2 

 

Reading:           The Crucifixion                                  John 19: 16b-30 
 
16Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus; 17and carrying the cross by 

himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 
18There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them.  
19Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of 

the Jews.” 20Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was 

near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 21Then the chief priests of the Jews 

said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” 
22Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 23When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they 

took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now 

the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 24So they said to one another, “Let us not 

tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, “They divided 

my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.” 25And that is what the soldiers did. 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 

Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 

standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 27Then he said to the disciple, 

“Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 28After this, when 

Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29A jar full of 

sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it 



to his mouth. 30When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head 

and gave up his spirit.  

 

Solo Verse:          “Were You There”    Verse 3 
 

Reading:            The Burial                         Mark 15: 40-46 
 
40There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary 

the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41These used to follow him and provided 

for him when he was in Galilee; and there were many other women who had come up with him to 

Jerusalem.  
42When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the 

sabbath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself waiting 

expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 44Then 

Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he 

had been dead for some time. 45When he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted 

the body to Joseph. 46Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in 

the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone 

against the door of the tomb. 

 

Solo Verse:          “Were You There”    Verse 5 

 

Our Service ends in Silence.  Please keep your microphone muted.  You may remain and 

spend some time in silent reflection.  Peace be with you all. 

 


