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LOTV Worship with Holy Communion 9:30 am 
Sunday, February 21st First Sunday in Lent 
 

 

Welcome and Announcements  
We will be celebrating Communion during worship this morning.  All are welcome!  You will need to 

provide your own elements of bread and wine or juice for Holy Communion. 
 

 

Gathering 

 
Leader: We worship as we live: in the name of God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

ALL: Amen 

 
Leader: God calls us to be honest with ourselves, with God and each other, as God renews us and 

our life's purposes. Come apart from the busyness of family, school and work, and dwell in the 

presence of God, the source and ground of our being. 

 

ALL: We come in praise of God and in affirmation of Jesus Christ as the truth and center of our 

lives. We celebrate the places where love is found, and we give thanks for the gift of new life. 

 
Leader: O God, the struggles of relationships, the pressure of making ends meet or of keeping up with 

our peers, the fear of losing, our health, our job, our home, the ones we love, over time dry up our 

lives, and takes the very breath from our being. 

 

ALL: Raise us up O God. Breathe your Spirit into our dry bones. Call us out of the tombs we 

have created in our lives, that we might embrace and celebrate the gift of life you have 

given us this very day. Amen  

 
Leader: Sisters and Brothers: God created us to experience joy in communion with God, to love all 

humanity, and to live in harmony with all of creation. But sin separates us from God, our neighbors, 

and creation. As we move through this season of Lent we acknowledge our need for repentance; 

that is, our need to re-focus and re-prioritize our lives, our need to turn our lives back toward God and 

our neighbors.   Let us continue our Lenten journey by together confessing our sins and seeking the 

forgiveness and new life that is promised to us in Christ Jesus. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Turn My Heart O God” 
The Congregation sings the refrain along with the verse response. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

(Refrain) 
 

 
 
 

(Refrain) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Leader: God of Love and Life, 

ALL: We confess that we have sinned against you and each other, by what we have done 

and said, and by what we have failed to do and say. We confess that we are wounded, and 

those wounds affect how we treat ourselves and how we treat others. We come seeking 

forgiveness and healing. We come seeking a sense of wholeness in our lives. Help us to 

forgive the people who have wounded us, as we come seeking forgiveness for the wounds 

we have caused other people.  Have mercy on us, O God. Help us to live differently. Help us 

to forgive graciously. Help us to love abundantly. Amen 
 

Leader: God is faithful, even when we are not. God’s promises are true, even when we break our 

promises. Our lives change but one thing does not change: God has loved you, loves you now, and 

will love you always. And it is in and through this love that in Jesus Christ God forgives you of all your 

sins. This is the good news that brings us new life.  

ALL: Amen – Thanks be to God! 

From all the leads to death to seek the way of life …. 

From all that leads to sin, to holiness and grace…. 

From all despair and grief, to hope of life renewed… 

 

O let your Spirit come, and cleanse my inmost 

heart… 

Give back to me the joy of walking in your way… 

O fill me with your grace that I might sing your 

praise… 

 



Prayer of the Day 
 

Leader)   The Lord be with you. 

ALL)  And also with you. 
 

Leader)  Holy God, 

ALL)  heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness 

of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy 

angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Scripture Readings     
 

After each reading –  

Reader: The Word of God for the People of God.   

ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 

Genesis 9: 8-17 

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and 

your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic 

animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my 

covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never 

again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I 

make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I 

have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the 

earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my 

covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall 

never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 

remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 

earth.’ God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and 

all flesh that is on the earth.’ 

 

1 Peter 3: 18-22 

Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. 

He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a 

proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in 

the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight people, were saved 

through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the 

body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who 

has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 

subject to him. 

 

Gospel Reading 

 
After reading – Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

Congregation:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Mark 1: 9-15 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just 

as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like 



a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased.’ 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness for forty days, 

tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, 

‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’  

 

Sermon 

 

Song                                    “Take Up Your Cross” 
 

 
 

 

Affirmation of Faith     “Apostles Creed” 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Prayers of the People  

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you 

ALL: And also with you. 

 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

ALL: We lift them to God. 

 
Leader: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 

ALL: It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 

 
Leader: Eternal God, who has created the heavens and the earth … With all the prophets of old and 

new, the saints and sinner, and all the company of heaven, we glorify your name and join in the 

endless song of all creation. 

 
Lord remember us in your love and teach us to pray: 

ALL) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

 

Communion is Shared 

 

 

After Communion Blessing and Prayer 

 
P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, give you grace, mercy and peace now and in all 

your days! 

C) Amen 

 
P) Life-giving God, in this meal you have bound us to yourself, at this table we have received the very 

presence of Jesus Christ.  Send us now to be what we have received, that all creation might know 

your love and sing your praise now and always. 

 

 

Benediction 
 

Sending 
Leader: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord                                 

ALL: THANKS BE TO GOD!! 
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