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LOTV Worship with Holy Communion 
Sunday, December 20th Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

Welcome and Announcements  
We will be celebrating Communion during worship this morning.  All are welcome!  You will need to provide 

your own elements of bread and wine or juice for Holy Communion. 

 
 

Leader: We worship as we live, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen 
 

Leader: The days grow short and the darkness of these days reminds us of the darkness of sin and 

brokenness.  So we put up lights, to remember the Light of Christ that shines in our darkness, in all 

darkness. 

People: We hear the cry of the prophets, the greeting of the angel, and wonder. The Spirit of 

God is upon us and we proclaim the good news: Nothing is impossible with God! Come Lord 

Jesus. 

 

 

Song                       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 

 
 



Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Leader: Advent is a season to open our lives to the presence of God. Advent is an awareness that we 

are made whole through the hope, peace, joy and love that comes only from God.  

 

 

 

(A Time of Silence for Personal Reflection and Confession.) 

 

 

 

Leader: Most merciful God, 

People: We confess that we have sinned against you by our thoughts, by our words, and by 

our actions.  In this season of Advent, we pray that you would enable us to watch for your 

light, signs of where you are breaking through the tinsel and glitter we use to mask our pain, 

our guilt, and our fear.  Help us hear the words of Your angels, “Do not fear”, and trust that 

you are with us.  Forgive us.  Fill us with your love.  Amen.  
 

Leader: We are people who walk in darkness, but even in our darkness there is a light that the world 

can not diminish.  The Light of God has come to us in Jesus Christ. It is the light of love, of life, of hope. 

If you hear nothing else during our worship today, hear this: that God loves you and forgives you and 

calls you to bear the light of Christ in your lives.  

People: Amen. Thanks be to God!!! 
 
 
 
 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

Leader: The Gospel of John speaks of Christ as the true light coming into the world. In celebration of 

this, we light candles for the four weeks leading to Christmas and reflect on the coming of 

Christ.  Christ is always coming, always entering an anxious time, a troubled world, a wounded heart. 

And so today we light four candles, candles of hope, peace, and joy and today a candle of love.  It 

is out of God’s love and God’s love only that God sent Jesus into the world to change the world 

forever.  God’s love is not earned or chosen.  God’s love is pure gift, and today, as we always do, we 

come here to give thanks to God for the gift of love, given and shown to us in our relationships with 

one another, given and shown to us in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
 

All: Loving God, as we journey this Advent season, we open all the dark places in our lives 

and memories to the healing light of Christ.  Teach us to be people who know, live and share 

your love.  Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you that we may walk in the light of 

Christ.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripture Readings     
 

After each reading –  

Reader: The Word of God for the People of God.   

ALL: Thanks be to God. 



Luke 1: 46b-55 

And Mary said, 

‘My soul magnifies the Lord,  

   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

   and holy is his name.  

His mercy is for those who fear him 

   from generation to generation.  

He has shown strength with his arm; 

   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

   and lifted up the lowly;  

he has filled the hungry with good things, 

   and sent the rich away empty.  

He has helped his servant Israel, 

   in remembrance of his mercy,  

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

   to Abraham and to his descendants forever.’ 

 

 

Romans 16: 25-27 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus 

Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now 

disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the 

command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— to the only wise God, through 

Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 

 

Gospel Reading 

 
After reading – Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

Congregation:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Luke 1: 26-38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 

engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you. ‘But she was much 

perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do 

not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb 

and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 

High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house 

of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, 

since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 

God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 

month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, 

‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel 

departed from her. 

 

 

 



Song                                         “What Child Is This” 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon 



Song                                         “Joy to the World” 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Breakout Groups 
 

Prayers of the People  
  



The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to God. 
 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Leader: All praise to You, Emmanuel, God-promised, and God with us; Your light shines in our lives; 

your peace embraces our anger, sorrow, and loss; your life opens us to new discovery of ourselves 

and our neighbors.  And so it is with courage and hope that we join in singing the song of Mary, 

praising you with our joyful hearts. 

 

The Annunciation 
Leader: An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was Mary.  

The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you.  You shall bear a child, and his 

name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.”  And Mary said, “I am the servant of my 

God, I live to do your will.” 

 

The Magnificat 
 

 



Words of Institution  

 
Leader: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:  Blessed are you for the birth of 

creation.  Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.  Blessed are you for your promise to your 

people.  Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.  Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to 

your will.  Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  With this bread and cup we remember your Word 

dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.  We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  

We look with hope for his coming.  Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us.  Bless this 

meal.  May your Word take flesh in us.  Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of 

peace on earth.  All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of 

the Most High, one God, now and forever.  

ALL:  Amen. 

 
Leader: Lord, Remember us in your love, and teach us to pray. 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 
 
 

Distribution of Communion 

 
Leader: Life-giving God, in this meal you have bound us to yourself, at this table we have received 

the very presence of Jesus Christ. Send us now to be what we have received, that all creation might 

know your love and sing your praise now and always.  

ALL: Amen 

 

    

Benediction 
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you, the 

Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.  In the name of the Father and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 

Sending 
 

Leader: Let us go in hope, peace and joy to love and serve the Lord! 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 
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