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LOTV Worship with Holy Communion 
Sunday, December 13th Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Welcome and Announcements  
We will be celebrating Communion during worship this morning.  All are welcome!  You will need to provide 

your own elements of bread and wine or juice for Holy Communion. 

 
 

Leader: We worship as we live, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen 
 

Leader: The days grow short and the darkness of these days reminds us of the darkness of sin and 

brokenness.  So we put up lights, to remember the Light of Christ that shines in our darkness, in all 

darkness. 

People: We hear the cry of the prophets, the greeting of the angel, and wonder. The Spirit of 

God is upon us and we proclaim the good news: Nothing is impossible with God! Come Lord 

Jesus. 
 

 

 



 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Leader: Advent is a season to open our lives to the presence of God. Advent is an awareness that we 

are made whole through the hope, peace, joy and love that comes only from God.  

 

 

(A Time of Silence for Personal Reflection and Confession.) 

 

 

Leader: Most merciful God, 

People: We confess that we have sinned against you by our thoughts, by our words, and by 

our actions.  In this season of Advent, we pray that you would enable us to watch for your 

light, signs of where you are breaking through the tinsel and glitter we use to mask our pain, 

our guilt, and our fear.  Help us hear the words of Your angels, “Do not fear”, and trust that 

you are with us.  Forgive us.  Fill us with your love.  Amen.  
 

Leader: We are people who walk in darkness, but even in our darkness there is a light that the world 

can not diminish.  The Light of God has come to us in Jesus Christ. It is the light of love, of life, of hope. 

If you hear nothing else during our worship today, hear this: that God loves you and forgives you and 

calls you to bear the light of Christ in your lives.  

People: Amen. Thanks be to God!!! 
 
 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

Leader: The Gospel of John speaks of Christ as the true light coming into the world. In celebration of 

this, we light candles for the four weeks leading to Christmas and reflect on the coming of 

Christ.  Christ is always coming, always entering an anxious time, a troubled world, a wounded heart. 

And so today we light three candles, a candle of Hope and a candle of Peace, and today a candle 

of Joy.  For even amidst the struggles and darkness, we are people who are filled with Joy:  Joy that 

comes from knowing that we are loved, Joy from knowing that in Jesus Christ, God has come to 

abide with us.  So as we gather this day we come with our yearning to live out your Joy. 

All: Loving God, as we journey this Advent season, we open all the dark places in our lives 

and memories to the healing light of Christ.  Teach us to be people who know, live and share 

your joy.  Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you that we may walk in the light of Christ.  

Amen.  
 
 
 

Scripture Readings     
 

After each reading –  

Reader: The Word of God for the People of God.   

ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

   because the LORD has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

   to bind up the broken-hearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 



   and release to the prisoners;  

to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 

   and the day of vengeance of our God; 

   to comfort all who mourn;  

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

   to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

   the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

   the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.  

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

   they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 

   the devastations of many generations.  

 

For I the LORD love justice, 

   I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

   and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  

Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

   and their offspring among the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge 

   that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.  

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

   my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

   to spring up before all the nations.  
 

 

1Thessalonians 5: 16-24 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test 

everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept 

sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he 

will do this. 

 

Gospel Reading 

 
After reading – Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

Congregation:  Thanks be to God. 
 

John 1: 6-8, 19-28 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, 

so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 

‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they 



asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, 

‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you 

say about yourself?’ He said, 

‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are 

neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among 

you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the 

thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 

 

Sermon 
 

 

Song                       “Hark, the Glad Sound!” 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Breakout Groups 
 

 

Prayers of the People  
 

  

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to God. 
 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

 

Words of Institution 
 

Leader: All praise to You, Emmanuel, God-promised, and God with us; Your light shines in our lives; 

your peace embraces our anger, sorrow, and loss; your life opens us to new discovery of ourselves 

and our neighbors.   
 

O Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:  Blessed are you for the birth of creation.  

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.  Blessed are you for your promise to your people.  

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.  Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.  

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  With this bread and cup we remember your Word 

dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.  We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  

We look with hope for his coming.  Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us.  Bless this 

meal.  May your Word take flesh in us.  Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of 

peace on earth.  All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of 

the Most High, one God, now and forever.  

People:  Amen. 
 

Leader: Lord, Remember us in your love, and teach us to pray. 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 
 
 

Distribution of Communion 

 
Leader: Life-giving God, in this meal you have bound us to yourself, at this table we have received 

the very presence of Jesus Christ. Send us now to be what we have received, that all creation might 

know your love and sing your praise now and always.  

ALL: Amen    



Benediction 
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you, the 

Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.  In the name of the Father and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 

Sending 
 

Leader: Go in joy to love and serve the Lord! 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 
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