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LOTV Worship with Holy Communion 
Saturday and Sunday, November 14th and 15th 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

We will be celebrating Communion during worship this morning.  All are welcome!  You will need to 

provide your own elements of bread and wine or juice for Holy Communion. 

 

 

Tree of Life 
 

Call to Worship – Order of Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Leader: We worship as we live, in the Grace of God, the Compassion of Jesus Christ, and the Healing 

Hope of the Holy Spirit. 

ALL: Amen 
Leader: We have come to praise God, who has done wonderful things among us. 

ALL: In Jesus Christ, God has shown us love, giving light for our darkness, and strength for all 

our days. 
Leader: We come remembering Christ’s life and ministry, and the life we are called to live. 

ALL: We come as people yearning, searching for ways to live out our faith. We come, 

seeking direction and strength to carry on our journey.  
Leader: Come, you are welcome here. Christ is with us, calling us now to life and love. 

ALL: Let us celebrate life. Let us worship God. 
 

Leader: In Jesus Christ, the Light of God is made known to the world. As we gather we confess to God 

and to each other the ways in which we deny and refuse to live by the Light of Christ in our lives. 

 

 
(A Time of Silence for Personal Reflection and Confess) 

 

 
Leader: O God of Radiant Light and Endless Love, 

ALL:  We confess to you the truth of our broken lives. We have not trusted your promises or 

walked in your ways. We have hoarded and squandered the gifts of creation. We have failed 

to welcome the stranger and the outcast, and make room for those in need. We have neither 

worked to release the oppressed nor admitted our own captivities. We have failed to let your 

light shine through us in the world in which we live. Forgive our sin, heal our lives, and set us 

free, that we might live with your whole creation in joy and hope. Amen 
 

Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Upon them, upon us, the light of 

Christ shines. Fear not! For behold I bring you good news of great joy: God loves you, and in and 

through this love God forgives you of all your sins. Embrace this day, for God has come to you, to 

abide in you. Arise! Your Light has come.  

ALL: Amen. Thanks be to God!!! 



Gathering Song   “Come and Gather Beneath the Tree of Life” 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P)   The Lord be with you. 

C)  And also with you. 
 

P)  Righteous God, 

C)  our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that we 

have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day 

of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 



Scripture Readings     
 

After each reading –  

Reader: The Word of God for the People of God.   

ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Zephaniah 1: 7, 12-18 

Be silent before the Lord GOD! 

   For the day of the LORD is at hand; 

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, 

   he has consecrated his guests.  

At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 

   and I will punish the people 

who rest complacently on their dregs, 

   those who say in their hearts, 

‘The LORD will not do good, 

   nor will he do harm.’  

Their wealth shall be plundered, 

   and their houses laid waste. 

Though they build houses, 

   they shall not inhabit them; 

though they plant vineyards, 

   they shall not drink wine from them.  

 

The great day of the LORD is near, 

   near and hastening fast; 

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, 

   the warrior cries aloud there.  

That day will be a day of wrath, 

   a day of distress and anguish, 

a day of ruin and devastation, 

   a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness,  

   a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

against the fortified cities 

   and against the lofty battlements.  

 

I will bring such distress upon people 

   that they shall walk like the blind; 

   because they have sinned against the LORD, 

their blood shall be poured out like dust, 

   and their flesh like dung.  

Neither their silver nor their gold 

   will be able to save them 

   on the day of the LORD’s wrath; 

in the fire of his passion 

   the whole earth shall be consumed; 

for a full, a terrible end 

   he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

 

 

 



1Thessalonians 5: 1-11 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything 

written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 

night. When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden destruction will come upon them, 

as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are 

not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of 

the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us 

keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at 

night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, 

and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining 

salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we 

may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are 

doing.  

 
 

Gospel Reading 

 
After reading – Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

Congregation:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Matthew 25: 14-30 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 

entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 

according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at 

once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two 

talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a 

hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came 

and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, 

bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five 

more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 

trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to 

me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and 

trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 

enter into the joy of your master.” Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, 

saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 

where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here 

you have what is yours.” But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I 

reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my 

money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So 

take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more 

will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they 

have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sermon 



Song                “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” 

 
 

 

 

 

Affirmation of Faith     “Apostles Creed” 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Prayers of the People  

 
  
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P) It is indeed right and good that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to you, 

Holy God, mighty and immortal, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by his death and resurrection is 

making all things new. And so with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise you name 

and join their unending hymn. 

C) Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in 

the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 

 
P) Blessed are you, Holy God, the First and the Last, life’s Beginning and its End. You called us to be 

your people and promised to be our God. When time and again we failed to trust your promise and 

refused to walk in your ways, you sent your Word made flesh, the root and offspring of David, to dwell 

among us and draw us back to you.  

 

In the night in which he was betrayed…Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Send now your Holy Spirit upon these gifts and all who share this meal. By your Spirit renew our faith 

and life in Christ Jesus our Lord, that we may know, live and share your love. 

 
Lord remember us in your love and teach us to pray: 

 

C) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 

 
 

Distribution of Communion 

 
 

After Communion Blessing and Prayer 
 

P) The body and blood of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ give you grace, mercy and peace 

now and in all your days! 

C) Amen 

 
P) Life-giving God, in this meal you have bound us to yourself, at this table we have received the very 

presence of Jesus Christ.  Send us now to be what we have received, that all creation might know 

your love and sing your praise now and always. 

 
 

Benediction 
 

 

Sending 
Leader: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord                                 

ALL: THANKS BE TO GOD!! 
 

Music and lyric reproduce by permission under One License #A-705-815 and CCLI license # 1580664 


