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LOTV Worship with Holy Communion 
Sunday, September 20, 2026 Third Sunday of Creation in Christ  

 
 

 

GATHERING 

 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 
 

 
 

Welcoming One Another with Christ’s Peace 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

Because Lord of the Valley is a welcoming church, we take a moment to share Christ’s peace 

and greet one another, especially if there is someone you haven’t met or seen in a while, so that 

we can worship together in peace and unity.    

 
Gathering Song                                     “Morning Has Broken”                      ELW 556 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confession & Forgiveness  
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of all life. 

Amen. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

 

We are often numb to the pain of the world around us, 

and reluctant to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

We sin against your good creation, 

failing to be faithful stewards 

of the land, the sea, and all their creatures. 

 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, cause gratitude to bloom in our hearts, 

and wisdom to mature in our minds, 

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 



Kyrie 
 

 



Canticle of Praise            “Above the Hills the Angel Hosts” 

 

 

 

Greeting 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, and  

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 
Prayer of the Day  

 
A: Let us pray,  

C: Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. 

Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to 

embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 
WORD 

 
Music to Receive God’s Word -  
 
“O God, Whose Word Well-Planted” 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Scriptures  
 
 
Psalm 145:1-8 – There is no end to goodness in Creation 

 

 1 I will exalt you, my God and king, 

  and bless your name forever and ever. 

 2 Every day will I bless you 

  and praise your name forever and ever. 
 3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! 

  There is no end to your greatness. 

 4 One generation shall praise your works to another 

  and shall declare your power.  
 5 I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 

  and all your marvelous works. 

 6 They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 

  and I will recount your greatness. 
 7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 

  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 

 8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
 

R: The word of God for the people of God. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Philippians 1:21-30 – Live worthy of the gospel of New Creation 

 
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for 

me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. 23 I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart 

and be with Christ, for that is far better, 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I 

am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in 



faith, 26 so that, by my presence again with you, your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of 

me. 

  27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see 

you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side 

by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel 28 and in no way frightened by those opposing you. 

For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he 

has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, 
30 since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

 

R: The word of God for the people of God. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Gospel 
 

Matthew 20:1-16 – Kingdom values of abundance, not scarcity 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, 

he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in 

the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 

right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 

same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, 

‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to 

them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 

manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 

first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when 

the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. 
11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only 

one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not 

agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the 

same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 

envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 

P: The word of God for the people of God. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Children’s Message 
 

 
Sunday School Dismissal 
 

 
 

Sermon 



Song of the Day                                “The Church’s One Foundation”                       ELW 654  

     

                     

 
 

 
 



Prayers of the People  
 
L: Hear us, O God,  

C: Your mercy is great.   

 

 

 

MEAL 
 

 
Offering 
 
 
 
 

Offering Prayer 
 
A: O God, creator of heaven and earth, 

C: your steadfast love embraces all creation. 

You send rain and sun to nourish the earth 

and bring forth its bounty. 

Through the gifts of bread and cup, 

draw us into the death and life of your Son, 

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

 

 
Words of Institution  
 
 
 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 
P: Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 
 

Communion Distribution 
We invite all who come in faith to the Lord’s Table as we celebrate Holy Communion in our worship 

today.  For those who prefer, grape juice and gluten free wafers are available, let the server know as 

you approach.   Those not communing are welcome to come forward for a blessing. 



O Lamb of God, to Earth You Came 
 

 

 

Post-Communion Blessing 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

A: God of our salvation, 

C: we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 

reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 

Through the body and blood of your Son, 

may we become Christ’s body in the world, 

bearing witness to your love for all creation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 
SENDING 

 

Blessing 

 
Song                                       “All Creatures of Our God and King”              LBW 527       
 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Dismissal 
 

A: Go in peace. Flourish with all creation. 

C: Thanks be to God. And we will.   
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