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LOTV Worship with Holy Communion 
Sunday, July 26, 2026 9th Sunday after Pentecost  

 

 
 

 

GATHERING 
 
 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

 
 

Welcoming One Another with Christ’s Peace 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

Because Lord of the Valley is a welcoming church, we take a moment to share Christ’s peace 

and greet one another, especially if there is someone you haven’t met or seen in a while, so that 

we can worship together in peace and unity.    

 
 
 Gathering Song                                           “In Christ Alone”    Words and Lyrics by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend 

 

 

 
 

Song Continues on Next Page… 



 

 
Confession & Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you our sin and brokenness. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you,  

for your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Forgive us and renew us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 

 

In the name of God - Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit -  

know that all your sins are forgiven. 

Rest here in God’s love. 

Amen. 



A: Trusting in God’s promise that all of our sins are forgiven, let us sing our praise and thanks to God!  

The pastor will sing each line, and you are invited to repeat with me.  

 

Glory to God 

 

 
Greeting 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, and  

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 



Prayer of the Day  

 
A:   Let us pray,  

C:  Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring 

us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we 

may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

 
WORD 

 
 

Scriptures  

Psalm 119:129-136 

 129 Your decrees are wonderful; 

  therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

 130 When your word is opened it gives light; 

  it gives understanding to the simple. 
 131 I open my mouth and pant 

  because I long for your commandments. 

 132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

  as you always do to those who love your name.  
 133 Order my footsteps in your word; 

  let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

 134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, 

  and I will keep your commandments. 
 135 Let your face shine upon your servant 

  and teach me your statutes. 

 136 My eyes shed streams of tears, 

  because people do not keep your teaching.  
 

R: The word of God for the people of God. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Romans 8:26-39 
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 

intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the 

mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he 

predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified 

he also glorified. 

  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not 

withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything 

else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It 

is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also 

intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution 

or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, 

 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 



37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced 

that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

R: The word of God for the people of God. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 

 
Gospel 
 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed 

that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is 

the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 

branches.” 

 

  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 

mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

 

  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then 

in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl 

of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 

every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw 

out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from 

the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth. 



  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every 

scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who 

brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 

P: The word of God for the people of God. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Children’s Message 
 
 
 

Sermon  Jessica Kuhns 
 
 
Song of the Day              “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight”        WOV 675                 

 

 
 
 
Prayers of the People  
 

P:  God of grace,   

C: hear our prayer. 

  
 

MEAL 
 
 

Offering Prayer 

A: Loving God, 

C: we offer the gifts of our hearts for the sake of your mission. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us. 

Amen. 



Words of Institution  

“Remember Me” by Gerrit Gustafson, Martin Nystrom 

Verse 3 

C: So we thank You for the wine 

And for the bread 

For we see the life You gave 

And the blood You shed 

And we remember Your wondrous love 

You gave Your body You shed Your blood 

And we remember Your wondrous love 

You gave Your body You shed Your blood 

 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
P: Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray. 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 
Distribution of Communion 

We invite all who come in faith to the Lord’s Table as we celebrate Holy Communion in our 

worship today.  For those who prefer, grape juice and gluten free wafers are available, let 

the server know as you approach.   Those not communing are welcome to come forward for 

a blessing. 

 
 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Lamb of God 
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Post-Communion Blessing 
 
 

 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 

A: Compassionate God, 

C: through the gifts of bread and cup 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

Strengthen us, that we may share your love freely,  

as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

SENDING  

 

Blessing Sung by the Choir                        
“The Lord Bless You And Keep You”  by Peter C. Lutkin 
 
 

 
Dismissal 

A: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

C: Thanks be to God. And we will.   
 

Liturgies and Music copied with permission under licenses Augsburg Fortress #SB145440, CCLI #1580664, One License A-705-815.  

 


