Lord of the Valley Lutheran Church

PO Box 843 Granby, CO 80446 (970)887-9252
Ministers: All God's People Pastor: Joel Pancoast

LOTV Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, May 17, 2026 Seventh Sunday of Easter

GATHERING

Welcome § Announcements

Welcoming One Another with Christ’s Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Because Lord of the Valley is a welcoming church, we take a moment to share Christ’s peace
and greet one another, especially if there is someone you haven’t met or seen in a while, so that
we can worship together in peace and unity.

Thanksgiving for Baptism

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us here: rivers, lakes, and reservoirs.
Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness
who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you.
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.
Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.



P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

C: Amen.
GatheringSong  “How Deep the Father’s Love For Us” By Stuart Townsend
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P. The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C: And also with you.



Kyrie

A: (sung) In peace, in peace,
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A: For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all let us pray to the ...
(Refrain)

A: For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your Word, let us
pray to the . .. (Refrain)
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Prayer of theDay

A: Let us pray,

C: O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand.
Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be
drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

Acts 1:6-14

*When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the fime when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?2” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the
Father has set by his own authority. ¢ But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” ?When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of
their sight. '©While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in
white robes stood by them. ' They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you intfo heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven.”

2Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a
Sabbath day’s journey away. '*When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs
where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew
and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. '“ All these
were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the
mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

R: The word of God for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God.



1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is faking place among you to test you, as
though something strange were happening to you. 12 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s
sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. '#If you are
reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is
resting on you.

s6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due
time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. ¢ Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a
roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. ?Resist him,
steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the
same kinds of suffering. '© And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. ' To
him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

R: The word of God for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Gospel
John 17:1-11

I After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the
hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, ?since you have given him authority
over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 2 And this is eternal life, that they
may know you, the only tfrue God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. | glorified you on earth by
finishing the work that you gave me to do. °So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the
glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.

¢“I' have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours,
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you
have given me is from you, éfor the words that you gave to me | have given to them, and they have
received them and know in truth that | came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. |
am asking on their behalf; | am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you
gave me, because they are yours. '° All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | have been glorified
in them. '" And now | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you.
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are
one.”

P: The word of God for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God.



Children’s Message

Sermon

Ascension, by Steve Garnaas-Holmes

Heaven is not up, butin.
It's the heart of things.
That's where God is.

Jesus was pure love,

the love of God made flesh.
He was resurrected

not as an individual,

but as a community.

We're his risen body.

The angels at his fomb said “He is not here.”
He is not in any “here;”

he is in us, each of us,

and all of us together.

When Jesus was raised

and came to the disciples

it was not to prove a point,

but to give them his spirit,

so we could be the living body

of the risen Chirist.

When he “ascended”

it doesn't mean he literally

floated up into the sky.

It means he dissolved into us,

like salt dissolving into the soup.

Christ, the love of God made flesh,

IS NOW in us.

We are withesses—we are the evidence—
of resurrection.

Go.
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New Member Welcome
Prayers of the People
P: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
MEAL
Offering
Offering Music
Offering Response “As The Grains of Wheat”
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all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.
Offering Prayer

A: Merciful God,

C: Accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
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P: It is our duty and delight ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer

P. Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Distribution of Communion

We invite all who come in faith fo the Lord’s Table as we celebrate Holy Communion in our worship
today. For those who prefer, grape juice and gluten free wafers are available, let the server know as
you approach. Those not communing are welcome to come forward for a blessing.
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Special Music

Post-Communion Blessing

Post-Communion Prayer

A: Holy One

’

C: through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
fo love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations.
In the name of Jesus,

Amen.
SENDING
Blessing
Sending Song “Let All Things Now Living” ELW 881
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Dismissal

A: Alleluial Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

A: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. And we will. Allelvia!

Liturgies and Music copied with permission under licenses Augsburg Fortress #SB145440, CCLI #1580664, One License A-705-815.



