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Easter Celebration – The Resurrection of Our Lord 
Sunday, April 5, 2026 

 

 
All in for Resurrection - Embracing resurrection as a key part of our faith frees us to embrace the good 

news that no part of life or death is out of God’s life-giving reach. 

 
Welcome 
 

  
Welcoming One Another with Christ’s Peace 
 

  
Gathering Song                   “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”                         ELW 365 

  

 

 

 



Easter Litany   

P: Hushed footsteps and subdued voices approach the tomb with ointment and spices for the 

dead, approach with caution and dread. 

C: Christ is alive! His tomb is empty!  

 
  

A: Joy is unbound, only the signs of death remain, the wrappings and trappings of darkness and 

fear. Where have they taken the body? 

C: Christ is alive! Death could not hold Him! 

 
  

P: Christ is risen, going on before us to Galilee and our towns, walking on our streets and hiking up 

our paths. 

C: He’s not far off and remote, but near at hand, with us and in our lives. 

 
  

A: Run, walk, whisper, shout, but tell the Good News to all: Christ is Alive! 

C: Christ is alive! Let us rejoice! 

 
  

P: Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed, alleluia! 

 
  

A: Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed, alleluia! 

 
  

P: Holy God, as once long ago you turned a gray dawn into a springtime alleluia, so come to us 

this morning, turn our sadness into joy, our complacency into action, our darkness into light, our 

death into life. The stone is rolled away! The tomb is empty! We’ve come to celebrate the empty 

tomb and to ask you to roll the stone away in our lives to allow the resurrection of ourselves as 

new creations in Jesus Christ to come forth. Christ is risen! 

C: Christ is risen indeed! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting 

      P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit, be 

with you always. 

     C: And also with you. 



Now the Feast and Celebration 

 

 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 

 
A: Let us pray…God of amazing surprises and powerful love, 

C: Your Easter victory is our sign of hope. Your Easter triumph is our promise of new 

beginnings. Your Easter alleluia is unexpected, undeserved and graciously welcomed. 

Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as 

your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you.  In the name of our Risen Lord, 

Jesus Christ.  Amen. 



Scriptures 

Psalm 118:1-2,14-24 

 1 Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 

  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2 Let Israel now declare, 

  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

 14 The Lord is my strength and my song, 

  and has become my salvation. 
 15 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 
 16 The right hand of the Lord is exalted! 

  The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 

 17 I shall not die, but live, 

  and declare the works of the Lord.  
 18 The Lord has disciplined me, 

  but did not hand me over to death. 
 19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 
 20 “This is the gate of the Lord; 

  here the righteous may enter.” 

 21 I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

  and you have become my salvation.  
 22 The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23 By the Lord this has been done; 

  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

 

R: The word of God for the people of God. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colossians 3:1-4 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 

right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, 
3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, 

then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

 

R: The word of God for the people of God. 

C: Thanks be to God. 



Gospel Verse                   “Alleluia, Alleluia”                  (Sung Through Twice) 

 

 

 
 

 

Matthew 28:1-10 

1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 

went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, 

descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like 

lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 

men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus 

who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he 

lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is 

going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the 

tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 

“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to 

them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

 

R: The word of God for the people of God. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Message 

  

Sermon 



Song of the Day                                       “Glorious Day”                by Casting Crowns 

  



 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of the People 
 

P:  Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer.  



Offering 

  

Offering Response  “As the Grains of Wheat” 

 

  

 

 

Offering Prayer 

A: Let us pray…Merciful God, 

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 

that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. 

In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 



The Great Thanksgiving 
 

 

 
 
 

P:  It is our duty and delight … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 

 



Words of Institution 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

P: Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
Distribution of Communion 
We invite all who come in faith to the Lord’s Table as we celebrate Holy Communion in our worship today.  For 

those who prefer, grape juice and gluten free wafers are available, let the server know as you approach.   

Those not communing are welcome to come forward for a blessing. 

 

 
Lamb of God 
 

 
 

 

Special Music                  "Christ was Born in Bethlehem"       by Tim & Mollie O'Brien  



Post-Communion Blessing 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

A:   Let us pray…Holy One, 

C:  through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. 

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 

to love our enemies, 

and to bring your healing to the nations. 

In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 

A: God of love, you have raised Jesus from death to life! 

C: Lead us always into newness of life. 

 

A: Light of Christ, rising in glory, 

C: be the light of our hearts! 

 

A: Spirit of Resurrection, grant us your grace. 

C: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  

Sending Song                         “O Victory In Jesus”            by Eugene M. Bartlett 

  

 
 



 
 

 
 
Dismissal 

 

A: Alleluia, Christ is risen!  

C: Christ is risen indeed, alleluia! 
 

A: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

C: Thanks be to God, and we will!  Alleluia! 
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